THE GREAT TUDORS

Queen, no less than Knox, grew to estimate rightly the
Lords who formed her Council and by whom she was sur-
rounded. To M. du - Croc, ^the French ambassador,
accustomed as he was to the aristocracy of the Continent'
these Scottish noblemen presented a bewildering study!
Coarse, avaricious, and traitors to a man, they knew no
loyalties and accepted no code of honour. To them both
religion and politics were a game in which each played for
his own hand. Cabals were made and dissolved at the
dictates of personal advantage. The loyalty of the individ-
ual to his fellow-conspirators inevitably terminated when-
ever such loyalty ceased to pay, and a man's friend of to-day
might be his assassin of the morrow. Mary, trustful, young,
and gracious, loaded them with benefits; and in return they
each and all of them betrayed her, and betrayed her again
and again. Even Moray, her half-brother, who owed every-
thing to his royal sister's lavish bounty, was consistently in
the secret pay of Elizabeth of England. Knox himself was
under no illusions, and knew that he could rely on them only
when it suited their interests.

IX
The eventual triumph of the Reformation in Scotland was
largely the work of Knox. It is for this that he is enthroned
in the grateful honour of his countrymen, for Scotland, per-
haps more than any nation, appreciates to the full the
significance of that triumph. Whatever were his failings,
his utter disinterestedness in the Protestant cause has never
been questioned. Surrounded by powerful enemies, and
thwarted and opposed by those who professed to be his
friends, he ploughed a lonely furrow, but he ploughed it
unswervingly to the end. It is foolish to invest him with the
glamour of an unreal romanticism, or to estimate his
character in terms of our own days. He was the child of his
age, and shared its limitations. His theology and attitude
of mind were inelastic, bigoted, and stern, and were derived
from Horeb father than from Galilee. His assertiveness has
been described as " almost boundless in character/' and
even if the New Testament could be shown as contradicting
his opinions, he did not hesitate to assert that it was not
himself, but the Apostles, who lacked the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost. He lived in a barbarous society which recog-
286